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Self-sufficient Economy 

DISCUSSION 

1. What is self-sufficient economy in your opinion? 

 

2. Why is the concept of self-sufficient economy 

important in nowadays? 

 

3. How does the self-sufficient economy solve the 

financial crisis of Thailand? 

 

4. If all Thais use the concept of self-sufficient economy in daily life, what will happen? 

 

5. As we are Thai, do you think the concept of self-sufficient economy from His Majesty the 

King is very important? 

 

6. Why does His Majesty always offer the concept of self-sufficient economy to Thai people? 

 

 

7. Look at this picture, how do you feel?



VOCABULARY 

Direction: Match the words with their meanings. 

1. applicable (Adj.) A. to become larger in size and fill more space 

 

2. urban (N.) B. the amount of money that a company owes 

 

3. rural (N.) C. extremely dry because of hot weather 

 

4. expand (V.) D. relating to towns and cities, or happening there 

 

5. gradually (Adv.) E. to stick to something 

 

6. liability (N.) F. extreme, unusual, or unreasonable 

 

7. bankrupt (Adj.) G. to think carefully about something for a long time before 

reaching a decision 

 

8. extravagant (Adj.) H. relating to the countryside, or in the countryside 

 

9. adhere (V.) I. to allow someone to have or do what they want 

 

10. integrate (V.) J. control the direction 

 

11. parched (Adj.) K. slowly and in small stages or amounts 
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12. satisfied (Adj.) L. showing kindness and good manners 

 

13. ponder (V.) M. to combine with other things and form an effective unit or system 

 

14. gracious (Adj.) N. pleased with what has happened or with what you have achieved 

 

15. grant (V.) O. relevant to or affecting a particular situation or group of people 

 

16. steer (V.) P. a person or business that is bankrupt has officially admitted that 

they have no money and cannot pay what they owe 
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From the Royal Speech:  
The Concept of Self-sufficient Economy 

 The concept of self-sufficient economy is not limited only 

to the farmers. It is applicable to every person of every 

profession, living in both urban and rural areas. For instance, 

if owners of industrial factories and companies operating under 

a self-sufficient economic system wish to expand a growing 

business, they should then proceed gradually. In case they 

need to obtain loans, the amount of money should be 

reasonable; a liability which they can manage without going bankrupt. Under adverse financial 

situations, people should not spend their money extravagantly. Farmers who adhere to this 

guideline can be successful by growing rice and implementing integrated farming according to 

the New Theory practice, even on parched land. Those who are not satisfied and always ponder 

about buying a new pickup or other living facilities, are then not regarded as conducting 

themselves according to the principle of the Royally-initiated self-sufficient economy.  

 His Majesty graciously granted his advice on self-sufficient economy in order for the 

people to lead their lives productively, peacefully and happily, with dharma to help steer the 

course and heart as an essential driving element. 

 



CHECK YOUR COMPREHENSION 

1. Who can apply the concept of self-sufficient economy in daily life? 

 

 

2.  “If owners of industrial factories and companies operating under a self-sufficient 

economic system wish to expand a growing business, they should then proceed 

gradually.” 

 According to the sentence, what should the industrial factory owners do in case of 

expanding their business? 

 

 

3. What should the owners do in case of obtaining loans? 

 

 

4. What should we do under pressure adverse financial situations? 

 

 

5. How are the farmers successful? 

 

 

6. Why is dharma very important advice on self-sufficient economy? 

 

 

Reference 

Self-sufficient Economy. (2011). Retrieved November 17, 2011, from 

http://www.chaipat.or.th/chaipat_old/journal/aug99/eng/self.html 

By… Prachya Kana  Department of Foreign Languages 

http://www.chaipat.or.th/chaipat_old/journal/aug99/eng/self.html

